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| expected everyone to reject me’
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wouldn't have approved — no pension
scheme, you see,

QUESTION: When did you first get
the idea for the Harry Potter staries?

ROWLING: [ can remember the day
in 1990 as though it is tattooed on my
mind forever, The ides for the stories
came to me whilst [ was on one of
those long traln journeys travelling
from the North of England to London.
The amazing and magical thing is that
the character of Harry just popped in-
to my head, fully formed. Looking
bk, itwas all quite spoakey.

| remember being so excited that, as
soon as the train reached London's
Ring's Cross station, [ rushed home to
jot down this narrative concept on
paper before | could forget anything.

QUESTION: Why did vou choose

the name Harry Potter? Did you base
the character on someons you kKnow?
And, finally, has Harry got a middle
name and if 5o, what i51t?
- ROWLING: Harry is completely
imaginary. | took his surname from a
family 1 lived near when | was a child,
Just because | liked the sound of Pot-
ter; and ‘Harry' has always been one
of my faveurite Christian names, Fi-
nally, he has most definitely got a mid-
dle name. It's James.

QUESTION: Is Harry Polter and the
Fhilosopher's Stone your first novel?

ROWLING: In one word, no. | actu-
ally started conceptualizing storles
when | was very young. | remember
enjoying telling made-up stories to my
younger sister Diana, And the first ful-
ly fledged novel | ever wrote was a sto-
Ty about a rabhit called Rabbit. How-
ever, it was just a precocious child's
literary ramblings, and I was far too
shy to show if to many pecple.

QUESTION: If vou could be any
Harry Potter character, whao would it
be and why?

-ROWLING: By nature [ am most
like Hermione, who is one of Harry's
best friends — or at least I was when I
was younger, so | would probably
have to be her. However, ldeally
speaking, I would most like fo be Pro-
fessor Dumbledore (the Headmaster
of Hogwarts), I'd like his wisdom.

QUESTION: How long did it take
you before the first Harry Potter story
was finlshed?

BOWLING: It took me a lopg, hard
five years to complete The Philoso-
pher’s Stone. The reason so much
time slipped by was because, from
that very first idea, [ envisaged a seres
of seven boolks — each one charting a
vear of Harry's life whilst he is a stu-
dent at Hogwarts School of Witcheraft
and Wizardry. And [ wanted to fully
sketch the plots of all the stories apd
get the essential characteristics of my
principal chatacters before 1 actually
started writing the books in detail,

QUESTION: Please tell me if you
had any rejections when you began
writing for publication and how you
coped with them.

ROWLING: Oh yes, | had lots of re-
jections, But | expected everyone to
reject me, 50 [ was already braced for
failure. However, | loved Harry so
much that I just wanted to get him into
print whatever the cost in emotional
energy, Fortunately, I found an agent
who believed in me and was prepared
to get publishers to sit up god take no-
tice, and finally, in 1956, Bloomshury
Publisiung, bless them, took their fate
in their hands and signed me up after
miuch bigger publishers had said no —
citing such reasons as my first story
was too long and complex for the chil-
dren's market. Look who's had the
last laugh!

QUESTION: How many hours each
week do vou spend writing Harry Pot-
ter, and what is your best time for
writing in the day?

ROWLING: [t depends. Sometimes
I da 10-hour days, Sometimes (ke to-
day}, I don't get to do anything. I like
the 10-hour davs bast.

Mot being a very good morming per-
son, my best tims in the day for being
really creative is later in the day. In
fact, I'm a real night owl and my very
best [deas often come at midnight.

QUESTION: How many rough cop-
ies or rewrites of a chapter do you do
before you get it dght?

ROWLING: Loads and loads and
loads, The warst ever was 13 different

versions of one chapter (Chapter 9 in
The Goblet of Fire). [ hated that chap-
ter 5o much; at one point, I thought of
missing it out altogether and just put-
ting in a page saving ‘Chapter 9 was
too difficult’ and going straight to
Chapter 110,

QUESTION: What do you think
makes them appealing to both voung
and older people in seemingly ail lan-
guages and cultures from, as I cead re-
cently, Albanlan to Zulu?

ROWLING: [ think — but I don't re-
ally know, because I'm not good at be-
ing objective about my own Work -
that as 1 write primarily for myself,
that probably shows in the books, The
guirky sense of humour is most defi-
ritely mine.

Apart from the adventures, irials
and tribulations of Harry himself, my
books are, of coutse, essentially about
magic. And magic appeals to Kids all
over the world. As for myself, | don't
believe in magic in the way that [ de-
scribe in iy books, but still being a hit
of a kid at heart, T would love, of
course, o have magical powers, My
Harmmy Potter books start from the
premise: What if magic were real?
And | work from there,

QUESTION: Harrv's sheer courage
15, I my view, something which also

Movie is faithful to book,
relieved author says

STEVEMNAGE, England (Staff) —
Author JK. Rowling says she's
“apormously relieved” filmmakers
remained falthful to ber blockbuster
book, Harry Potter and the Philoso-
pher's Stone, on the eve of the mov-
ie's world premiere in the British
capital.

The film, shot at locations around
England, will be screened tomorrow
before cast members and a star-stud-
ded andience — though not Rowling,
who saw the film for the firet tlime at
a private screening last weekend.
vThe first ime | met Chris Colum-
bus, the director, he promised me
two things: He promised me that he
would remain as faithful to the book
as he possibly could within the con-

f

straints of the film; and, he promised
mie that be would have an all-British
cast. He kept both promises,” Row-
ling said.

She cited several seenes she lound
o be “moving,” including Diagon Al-
ley, the shopping arcade where the
young wizard buys his books and
uniform; Hogwarts School, a grand
castle where Harry attends school; a
troll fight; and Quidditch, the air-
borne ballgame played by Harry and
his Hogwarts® classmates on turbo-
powered broomstichs.

“They really do look as I'd lmag-
ined they would inside my head. So,
ohviously, that's the best thing for
the writer of the original work."”

- Betsy Powell

appeals to many readers. Would you
agree?

ROWLING: I would, Despite his
very young age, Harry has tremen-
dous courage, [ think Harry's bravery
impresses both voung and old{er)
readers alike, because, although he is
full of anxieties, he never gives up and
gets by on a combination of intuition,
sheer nerve and a fair bit of luck.

QUESTION: How do yvou cope with
the pggravation from strongly reli-
glous people who have reacted
against the Harry Potter storjes, ac-
cusing them of witchcrafi?

PREMIERE: Jo
Rowling, top,
says fhat she
wishes she had
wisdom of Allns
Dumbledope

& (Lichard Har-

+ 1s), top right,
the headmaster
ol Hogwarts
school and one of
Harry's greatest
delenders. Bot-
tom lelt, the

a8 Loy [Tindor guid-
e dditel b lines
B up for s st
Fe practice al the
wizard world’s
version of polo,

ROWLING: Well, mostly I laugh
about it and ignore it. Very occasional-
ly I get annoyed, because these ex-
tremist religious follkk have missed the
point so spectacularly. [ think the Har-
ry books are actually very moral, but
some people just object to witcheraft
being mentioned in a children’s boolk,
Unfortunately, if such extremist views
where to prevail, we would have to loge
& lot of classic children's fiction.

QUESTION: Does vour daughter
Jeszica read the books before anyone
glse?

ROWLING: Mo, though she's pretty

YOUNG STARS: ITarry Potter {(Daniel Radeliffe) is bracketed by best
friend Ron Weasley { Rupert Grint} and staunch ally Hermione Grang-
er (Emma Watson ), Hermione comes ¢losest to herself, says Rowling,
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annoyed about that. She's only T and 1
think it would be a horrible burden on
her if I told her plot secrets. She al-
ready gets surmounded in the play-
ground and inferrogated.

QUESTION: Did wou have a real
school in mind when vou invented
Hogwarts, the school for wizards and
witches that Harry attends?

ROWLING: Mo, I've never bhesn
anywhere like Hogwarts, If only! |
went fo a very ordinary British com-
prehensive school.

QUESTION: So why did you set
mast of the Harry Potter stories in an
exclusive British boarding school —
albeit an unusual one for wizards and
witches --- when you yourself went to
a non-fee-paying  comprehensive
schoal?

ROWLING: People often ask me
that question, and they usually add the
further guery that with my books’
public school dormitories and quaint
traditions, isn't it all just too British for
international tastes? But yvou know
what? Wherever | go in the world,
children and their parents seem to ke
the Britishness of the stories, even if
they are probably getling an idyilic
and rather surreal view of the British
public school system.

QUESTION: The second page of
vour books always features the Hog-
warts school crest. Contained within
the crest is a motte written in Latin.
What does it stand for?

ROWLING, laughing: It means
‘never tickle a sleeping dragon,” Good
sound, practical advice,

QUESTION: When your readers
are asked to talk about some of their
favourite aspects of your bogks, the
curious wizard sport of Quidditch of-
ten comes high on their list. Some of
the readers of this interview may still
ot be quite sure what Quidditch is all
about. Can you help?

ROWLING: Quidditch started In the
LIth contury, at a place called Queer-
ditch NMarsh, which you probably
won't find marked on maps. Original-
ly it was quite a crude game played by
wizards on broomsticks, and over the
subsequent two cenfuries they added
more balls until it became the game
wi lonow now,

QUESTION: Why are thers no less
than four balls whizzing around in
Quidditeh?

ROWLING: When Quidditch was
first inmvented, teams started off with
only ane ball — the Quaffle, which is
the hall you use for goal scoring. Then
there was the addition of the twe
Bludgers to make things a bit more
dangercus and interesting, and finally
vou've got the most important ball of
all — the tiny golden ball with wings
called the Golden Snitch, The story
about the Golden Sniteh is 5o long and
convoluted that readers should buy
my Hamry Potter companion book
called Quidditch Through The Ages, or
thers is a pretty detailed description of
Quidditeh in the first half of Harry Pot-
ter and the Philosopher's Stone.

QUESTION: Does it bother you that
in America, they changed the names
of your books? Consequently, Ameri-
can audlences will be going to their
cinemas 1o s5ee Horry Potter and the
Sorcerer's Stone, whereas in Europe
the first book and its film version is, of
colrse, being released as Harry Potter
and the Philosopher's Stone, Why the
differanoe?

ROWLING: This change came
about at the request of my American
publishers, They only changed the f.
tle of the first book, but, to be honest
with my full consent. 1 wish 1 hEt;l.u';
agreed now, but it was my first boglk
and | was so grateful that anyone was
publishing me, I wanted 1o keep them
happy.

THEHARRY POTTER FILM .,

QUESTION: Do you feel that the
forthcoming film, Harry Potter ang
the PJ;:!ﬂ_sontEr’a Stone, will take
away the imaginat :
the booka? 0o and magic from

ROWLING: Well, okvio
not. I'm excited about sﬂm:.s;.;hi Eﬂe
but then no film could ever TUhm:.rfE:at
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