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vourite books for me.

QUESTION: The great thing ahout
having a Harry Potter feature film is
that your fans will, at last, be able to
see a game of Quidditch, not to men-
tion some of those beasts, for real —
albeit on the big screen, Are you hap-
pY with how vour story has been
translated for the cinema?

ROWLING: [ wouldn't be truthful if
I didn't say that | had some concerns

As] m:entl}r said to my biographer,
when [ first started to get offers from

. film compandes, T initizlly said no to all
. of them. | am not agalnst cinema — 1

actually love good movies, However,

. the vital thing for me was that the stu.
+ dio which eventually got the produc-

fion contract, Warners, promised to be

true to the bool, and [ have great falth

in their commitment to that,
Obviously there are some things

© that won't work ansereen, but | didn't

want the plot to change very much at
all. The erucial thing is that the integri-
ty of the characters isn't messed about
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QUESTION: Mevertheless, did vou

. ot feel at all concemned that you were

letting Harry Potter fall into the hands

- of a major Hollyweod studio, with the
_wvery bkeal risk that they might be

tempted to Americanize things too
muach for vour tastes?

BOWLING: When 1 first met the
screspwritler Steve Kloves, the fact
that he was American did indeed
miake me wary, as [ felt that he could
very well be careless and insensitive
with my creative baby. But as soon as
he said his favourite character was
Hermione, he completely won me
over because, as I said eardlier in this
interview, she is the character who is
closest to me. Steve also won my con-
hdence by saving how protective both
he and the production team were
about my boak, and that they were de-
termined to avoid that usual Holly-
wioind gaucheness,

QUESTION: T believe some of the
cast came to you for advice as to how
to interpret their roles. Which cast
member did you particularly enjoy
helping?

ROWLING: Une of my most enjoy-
able experiences invelved assisting
the big Scoltish actor Robhie Col-
trane, When Robbie approached me
as to how to find the heart and soul of
his onscreen character, the game-
keeper Hagrid, I said to imagine Ha-
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HARRY POTTER S CR EATOR

grid as being one of those large Hells
Angels minus his motorbike, The sort
of guy who, when his fierce friends are
not around, 15 quite happy to talk
about gardening or child-rearing.

QUESTION: If the Alm is as suc-
cessful a=s it is anticipated, you will
make even more money that you have
done already. Will that kind of success
spoil you?

ROWLING: Gosh, I sincerely hope
not, Apart from beigg able to buy a
house in one of rhel&‘gnr-e fashionable
parts of London, my tastes are still
pretty modest. However, it's great 1o
be able to buy my daughter Jessica all
the toys I once couldn't afford to get
her. Because for many years whean my
marriage broke up, I was a single
mom, And Mmoney Was very scarce.

However, | can't pretend that this
new-found financlal svccess hasn't
made our lives much more comfort-
able. The best thing about having
money is that if stops me worrying
about paying the bills, and for that I
arn truly grateful. And we now have a
nice house to live in rather than the
two-bedroom mouse-infested flat that
Jessica and [ used to inhabit.

QUESTION: Moving away from the
financial rewards, what other parts of
the success of Harry Potter have vou
most enjoyed?

ROWLING: Being by nature cre-
ative, 1 would have to say that the actu-
al process of writing is my favourile
part. And even though there are diffi-
cult days when very little comes out an
paper, that's the part | love above all
else. But part of being famous is that
you have 1o go out and meet your
readers, and that is  incredibly
satisfying.

The first time [ ever had to do a Har-
ry Potter reading was to about four
people. In fact, so few people turned
up at this bookshop that the staff felt
really sony for me and came and
stood around and listened as well. I re-
member | was shaking so badly that |
kept missing my line. was ternfied.

But since then, I have found read-
ings to be the most fantastic experi-
ence. [ think part of that satlsfaction
comes from the fact that | was writing
the books in secret for so long that |
never talked to anyone about them.
For five years [ was the only person
who had read a word of Harry Potter,
and the only person who knew all
these things about Harry's world and
his friends. So the novelty of sitting in
front of all these hundreds of people in
bookshops all over the world and

HUEWAHTE: This 15th u'tLLm'-. -:-nf-;tiq*m l..nmlq:un Was |.|=-,{_r[1 lor the
exterior shots of the foremost wizarding sehool in the world.

hearing them laugh, answeting their
questions and discussing my charac-
ters still hasn't worn off.

CQUESTION: Conversely, what have
you least enjoyed about Harry Potter's
succesa?

ROWLING: Journalists banging an
my front door. [ don't like that at all,

QUESTION: If vou could travel any-
where by ‘lloo powder” {the magical
powder in your stories that transports
people anywhere they want to travel),
where would you go and with who?

ROWLING: I'd take a few of my
best friends to Hawaii, T was there for

last New Year's and it was wonderful.

QUESTION: Can you tell me any-
thing about the next Harry Potter nov-
el, which will be Mo, 57

ROWLING: Well, it will be a papery
object with pages inside. Harry, of
course, will appear init, The title is go-
ing to be Harry Potter and the Order of
the Phoenix, and [ am afraid, for the
time being at least, that that's as far as
l am prepared to go at the moment, Af-
ter all, I don't want to spoil the fun by
giving anything away.

QUESTION: And finally, what do
you hope your book and these film ad.

aptations will achieve?

ROWLING: To inspire people both
young and old{er) to use their imagi-
natien, And to drive children back to
reading books. If T can credit myself
with anything, it has been to make it
vool for young people to start reading
again, And in this day and age when
books have to fight it out with such di-
versions as Gameboy and Pokémon,
that alone gives me more pleasurs
than anything.

POSTSCRIFT ..

This interview was given by JK
Rowling in order to help the charity
Comic Relief, which provides mioney
for starving children in Africa and oth-
er disadvantaged countries of the
world, However, as she has an aver-
sion to over-inguisitive journalists, she
would only consent to doing this inter-
view if the questions were from chil-
dren or ordinary regders of her books.
In her view, children and ordinary folk
have no hidden “media" agenda. 5o
what vou have read s, vnusually, a
truly democratic interview in which
the best part of 12 people, from 8 to 35
vears old, were able to ask her some
searching questions.,

JE {aka Joanne Kathleen) Row-
ling was born in the summer of 1985,
Her parents were avid bibliophiles
who stocked their house with books,
At Exeter University, she earned a
French and classics degree,

As a post-graduate, she moved Lo
London to work at Amnesty Inferma-
tional doing research into human
rights abuses in francophone Africa,

Once she had made a serious start
with The Philosopher’s Stone, Jo then
moved to north Portugal to teach En-
glish as a foreign lanpuage, She mar-
ried & Porfuguese jourmnalist in Octo-
ber, 1992, and gave birth to her
daughtor Jessica in 1983,

J.K. Rowling has had her share of
suffering and intense sadness. Apart
from her marriage ending, on another
sad note her beloved half-French,
hati-Scottish mother died of multiple
sclerosis at the age of only 45.

In 1585, the Scottish Arts Council
gave hoer a substantial grant to finish
Harry Potter and the Philosopher's
Stone — the largest literary award of-
fered by the organization to a chil-
dren's author,

Joanne Eowling's fortune is esti-
mated at about £30 000,000 (&F70 mil-
lion Canadian) and tislng'fast.

Tomorrow: The hoy who would be Hamy

R L T ey

g

Regal | Whirlpool

On a budget? Soak up 5
the savings with & ulsatln

Acripulse JETE. 60" x ?2"

whirlpool is priced in white,
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American
Standard Cadet

Cine pigce toiler features
elongated design, siphon
action flushing and quiet
refill. Priced in white.
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Phoenix Faucet

‘Brand new in your choice of
4 finishes, Priced in chrome.

3249

Brushed Mickel $330

Fernando 36" Vanity

Pl Crafted art in naturel oak or
e maple. Choice of stains. Includes
= polymaor top and integral bowd.

s2209

Grohe Ladylux Café
The kitchen faucet for conneisseurs! Dual spray

“trigoer” control Enablesgnu to easily switch
between regular flow an

spray. Priced in chrome,
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Portable Towel Warmer

in chromie or brass reg, $230,
This and all towel warmers
20% off in November,
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